
1



2

The new Flying Spur S.
Striking design meets thrilling performance.
Please contact on 800-BENTLEY [800 236 8539] or visit us at www.dubai.bentleymotors.com
www.abudhabi.bentleymotors.com for more information.

The name ‘Bentley’ and the ‘B’ wings device are registered trademarks. 
© 2023 Bentley Motors Limited. Model shown: Bentley Flying Spur S.
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Whether excavation pits, foundations, cut-off walls or ground improvement: We are 
your specialist for challenging projects – all over the world. From planning right up to 
execution, we offer you individual, innovative and economical specialist foundation 
engineering solutions.

bst.bauer.de
BAUER International FZE • Metals Road – Plot KHIA5-12 (PASMA1061) KEZAD
P.O. Box 43673 • Abu Dhabi • United Arab Emirates
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Sheikha Alyaa Marwan 
Mohammed Hasher 
Al Maktoum

PATRON
HANDICAP 0
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Clinova Noa Capital polo team will be playing in this years Gold Cup tournament.  The team is led by the 
mercurial Facundo LLorente, the 8 goaler, and widely considered as one of the best forward players in world 
polo. Facundo won the 2021 French Open, 2021 Camara de Deputados and the 2015 Dubai Gold Cup. 
The team also includes the talented superstar Benjamin Panelo, who won the 2022 Camara de Deputados 
trophy. At the back, Clinova have the classical number 4, ‘Tomas Iriarte’, who reached the final of this years 
Emirates Cup and is one of the most in-form players  based in Dubai polo. The team patron is Raja Karim.
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Dubai 
Wolves
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Life gets better with JAC Motors
JAC Motors, China's number 1 commercial vehicle brand and a pioneer in the country's 
new energy vehicle industry, is determined to create better products for global customers. 
Guided by customer-oriented, quality-based, truth-seeking and pragmatic core values, 
the world-renowned automobile brand continues to develop a full range of advanced 

energy-saving commercial and passenger vehicles.

Better Drive. Better Life.Better Drive. Better Life.

uae.jac
jac.uaeAl Habtoor Motors, JAC crm.jac@habtoormotors.com

jacuae.com, habtoormotors.com
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TOTAL POWER
BEHIND THE PASSION
Empowering iconic electrical projects since 2007

Call +971 4 3236611 or visit totalem.com

Call +971 4 3236611 or visit totalem.com
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Known as the Sport of Kings, polo 
has a few queens on the field playing 
passion, determination and skill. 

Polo surely has come a long way from 
the time when women were banned 
from playing in several sporting events. 
In the 50’sand 60’s, female athletes 
would pretend to be a man, such 
as Sal ly Hale,  taking on a male 
appearance to compete in polo 
tournaments. 

Times have changed and women 
are now act ively part ic ipat ing in 
tournaments,  forming their  own 
teams, and achieving notable firsts. 
Sunny Hale became the first woman to 
compete in the US Open in 2000. 
Nina Clarkin played in a team that 
won the British Cup in 2003 and won 
two national 8-goal tournaments in 
England. In women’s polo, Nina played 
in teams that won the British Women’s 
Open, the Argentine Women’s Open 
and the French Open. Lia Salvo from 
Argentina learned to play from her 
father, Hector Salvo, started to 
compete when she was 12 years 
o l d  a n d  n o w  c a r r i e s  a  2 - g o a l 
handicap. Designer Rinaa Shaw 
from India fell in love with polo after 
watching a live game, and did not stop 
until she learned to play it professionally.

The f i rst  ever ladies only polo 
tournament in the Middle East took 
place in 2013 at the Dessert Palm Polo 
Club in Dubai, that was held under the 
patronage of Her Highness Sheikha 
Maitha bint Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al  Maktoum.  Ten years later,  we 
continue to see women tournaments 
rising – from Pink Polo in Ghantoot 
Polo and Racing Club to the Ladies 
Charity Cup of Al Habtoor Polo Club. 

Melissa Ganzi the first woman to win 
the Monty Waterbury Cup, made 

h i s t o r y  b y  b e c o m i n g  t h e  f i r s t 
international woman to play polo in 
Saudi Arabia when she galloped out 
onto the field at Richard Mille AlUla 
Desert Polo in March 2022. 

Such developments in changing the 
standards of the sport come with 
its own challenges. Petra Spanko, 
a female player originally from Prague 
who had competed in various polo 
tournaments in the United Arab 
Emirates,  France and in USA, 
views polo as a sport of commitment 
and discipline. “In polo as a woman 
you don’t have any given advantage 
like in golf. But I guess that’s what 
makes  us  somet imes  f igh t  even 
harder on the field. Here in the 
region, we are very lucky to have some 
incredible women polo player role 
models paving the way. This sport is 
a b o u t  c o n s t a n t l y  c h a l l e n g i n g 
yourself. It’s about team spirit and 
camaraderie, love for the horses and 
sharing all this with likeminded people. 
I believe that having your own passion 
or hobby is very important for every 
woman, something that is feeding our 
Sources: Hurlingham Polo | La Polo India | About Her | Feminina

soul, that makes us tick. Playing the 
game is a very special moment – a 
little time capsule – when engaged 
in the game, absolutely nothing else 
exists.”

Kim Roche, a New-Zealand Female 
Polo player and the frontrunner for 
Hesketh Polo team never really thinks 
about the fact that sometimes she is 
the only female player on the field 
amongst men. “When I’m on the field, 
my focus is on how the horses I am on 
are feeling and playing to the best of 
my ability on my handicap . All the guys 
out there are used to playing alongside 
women and we have some amazing 
women here in the UAE who have been 
playing for a long time as role models 
and there are a lot of us playing here 
now than 2-3 years ago. There are 
also some really exciting younger girls 
coming through the academy which is 
awesome to see! I would encourage 
any women interested in polo to book 
a lesson and get involved and not to be 
put off by the gender ratio.”

Polo in the Middle East has a bright 
future. With the governance of the 
UAE Polo Federation, the enthusiasm 
of team patrons and players through 
the i r  cons i s ten t  pa r t i c ipa t ion  i n 
t o u r n a m e n t s ,  w i l l  i n s p i re  a n d 
encourage future female equestrians 
to come forth and take on the sport.

Playing the game is a very 
special moment – a little 

time capsule – when 
engaged in the game, 

absolutely nothing else 
exists. - Petra

Petra Spanko

Melissa Ganzi

Kim Roche
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